Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/08/20 : CIA-RDP90-00806R0001 001 10040-4 


SALEM OREGON STATESMAN 
18 April 1980 


OA .''shouldn't 

employ journalists 

? CIA D irector Stansfieid Turner insists that, if a suitable 
occasion presents itself, he will authorize use of American 
journalists overseas as CIA agents. He i| wrong. % 

-This practice; eliminated by George^Bush^when he was 
CIA director; should not have been revived^^ ;- - 

2* Turner had a full-scale argument with U ^newspaper edi- 
tors on this issue in Washington, D.C; last week. Neither side 
rcame away convinced:; y. \f ^ . ^ -Nfr- 

2 Turner argued- that a journalist, in supplying information 
lo-CIA, does not need to slant the news he or she writes. He 
contends that a journalist has the same patriotic obligation as 
any other citizen to assist his country- when the CIA decides 
fie is in a position to provide useful intelligenceabout another 


country. 
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C; TURNER IS OPERATING WITH pre-Watergate reason- 
ing. It isn’t enough to be “clean” these days. In this suspicious 
age, it is essential to sustain the appearance of being clean. 
vThis means that American foreign correspondents, if they 
are to be convincing in sending back impartial news accounts 
’to the American readership, must not only be; unbiased, but 
• beseen as being: unbiased? ^ ^ 
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; They can’Peseape a tainted image if the CIA, even-under 
limited and exceptional circumstancesjTnay be using some of -| 
them as agents. Potential news sources will wonder, as they 
offer background and assistance, “Is ibis' information going 
to the CIA ?” •- - , . . 

While in a very few specific instances, correspondents may 
be. able to assist the United States by working with the CIA, in ; 
■a great number of^jnstances;: American readersmaybeder 
prived o£ us e^-inf^ma tion 


■•SO, WHICH IS THE MORf^Sinouc - course, to stand rirm” 
behind; both the reality and the appearance of maintaining 
unbiased. news, or of acceptingthe possibility that the CIA 
'maybe- recruiting journalists? ■■■ 

-‘^Turner asked the editors to bring understanding minds to 
his problems of restoring a balance- between the need to 
njonitor CIA activities and the need to;keep the CIA secret 
enough to fulfill its intelligence mission^' ..i . . 4 
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^ATpresent, in: the post-WatergaCe'climaferthe-CIA mustj 
e^aF;an>| covert action overseas >with :upio eight Congress* 
iional commlttees^Tunier is seeking to reduce this to twa,* 
ivitK'the^understanding that. those two committees contain 



^IhPADpmiONj-THE-NATIONAL^SeOTriQ/Cpundl-ncwi 
keeps abloseV supervision Voven all ClA/activitiesj and. the^j 



.'.TThe more people in Congress or elsewhere who have ac-j 
cess to information aboutcovert activity, the more-difficult it 
feto get people overseas to enter into it. Turner contends. ;':.] 
T-j-He also wants to limit public access to certain secret files./ 1 
At present, he must go to court to ask that these files, and the 
names therein, be kept secret He has had no trouble getting 
court agreement. But, he‘ contends, the CIA can’t' enlist 
agents overseas when there is ! a' risk their names may be 
made public if a judge doesn’tagree with the CIA interpreta? 
tionof need ./;■ - A 

>WHAT:.TURNER IS SAYING, repeatedly, is thit/Tn 
today’s suspicious world, his agency not only.needs to protect 
fts sources, it must be seen by others as having that ability./^ 
Turner so dearly sees this for his own agency, it-is sur-< 
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